
UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
FORTHE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OFAMERICA : Criminal Number: 0 6 - 11 9

v, VIOLATION:
18 U.S.C.§ 371

NEIL G. VOLZ, : (Conspiracy)

Defendant

INFORMATION

TheUnitedStateschargesthat:

COUNTONE

C~ssas~. 18 U.S.C.§ 371 - Conspiracy

INTRODUCTION

Unlessspecifiedotherwise,atall relevanttimes:

From in or aboutJanuary1995 throughin or aboutFebruary2002,defendantNEIL U.

VOLZ wasemployedby aMemberoftheUnitedStatesHouseof Representatives

(“Representative#1”). From 1995 through in orabout1998,defendantVOLZ servedasthe

CommunicationsDirectorfor Representative#1. Fromin or about1998 throughFebruary

2002,defendantVOLZ servedas Chiefof Stafffor Representative#1. From in orabout

January2001 throughFebruary2002, defendantVOLZ alsowasemployedasStaffDirector

for a Committeeof theHouseofRepresentativesfor which Representative#1 servedas

Chairman(the “Committee”).

2. From 1994 to 2004,JackA. Abramoffwasa Washington,D.C. lobbyist. Between1994and

January2001,Abramoffwasemployedby a law andlobbyingfirm (“Firm A”). In January
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2001,Abramoffjoined a secondlaw andlobbying firm (“Finn B”).

3. In July 1999,Abramoff establishedCapital Athletic Foundation (“CAF”), aprivate

charitable entity for which he soughtandreceivedfederaltax-exemptstatus.

4. From March2000through2001,Michael Scanlonworkedwith Abramoff at Firms A andB

as a public relationsspecialistwho providedservicesto clientsthroughout the UnitedStates.

In or about January2001,Scanlonestablishedhis ownbusinesstoprovide grassrootswork,

public relations services,and electioncampaignsupport tohis andAbramoft’s clients.

5. From January2001 throughJuly 2002,TonyRudy worked with Abramoff at Finn B asa

lobbyist providing servicesto clientsthroughout the United States,

6. In February 2002,defendantVOLZ resignedfrom the office ofRepresentative#1 andthe

Committeeandjoined Abramoff asa lobbyist in the Washington,D.C., office ofFinnB.

7. AbramogdefendantVOLZ, Rudy, Scanlon,andother lobbyistsat Finn B represented

groupsandcompaniesthroughout the United States,including Native Americantribal

governmentsoperatin~andinterestedin operating,gamblingcasinos.Theycommunicated

with theirclientsby interstatetelephoneandemail and receivedfunds by mail and

commercial interstatecarrier. For example,AbramoffandScanlonwerehired by a Native

American Tribe in Texas(“TexasTribe #1”) to reopenTexasTribe #1’sgaming operations,

which badbeenclosedbyTexasauthoritiesbecauseTexasTribe #1 didnot havefederal or

stateauthority to operatea casino. Abramoff, defendantVOLZ and other lobbyists at Firm

B soughtto further TexasTribe #1’s interestsaswell asthe interestsof theirotherclients by

corruptly influencingpublic officials, including Membersofthe United StatesCongress.
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8. At all times relevantto this Information,theRulesoftheU.S. Houseof Representatives:

a. prohibitedgifts,exceptunderlimited circumstances,to Membersof Congressand

staffmembersofmorethan$50 at onetime,anda totalof $100peryearfrom one

source;

b. prohibitedtripspaid for by privatesources,unlessthetrip hadan official purpose,

and prohibited all tripspaid for by lobbyistsregardlessof thepurpose;

c. required that Members ofthe Houseand staffmembersat or above a specifiedsalary

threshold file public Annual Financial DisclosureStatementswith the Clerk ofthe

Housereporting, among other things, (i) all gifts in excessof $285 from any source

givento a Representativeor staff member during thecalendaryear;and(ii) all travel

andtravel-related expensespaid by outsidesourcestotaling morethan $285in that

year; and

d. required that trip disclosureformscontaindetailedinformationaboutthepurpose,

costand sponsorofa trip thatwaspaidforby privateentitiesorpersons,andbe filed

with theClerk oftheHousewithin 30 daysafterthetrip wascompleted.

THE CONSPIRACY

9. From 1999 through2004,in the District of Columbia,anddsewhere,the defendant,

NEIL G. VOLZ,

did knowingly conspireandagreewith Abramoff Scanlon,Rudy,andothersto committhe

following offensesagainstthe UnitedStates:

a. to devisea schemeand artifice to defraudanddeprivethe citizensof the United

Statesandthe UnitedStatesCongressof theright to the honestservicesof public
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officials, including the right to conscientious,loyal, faithful, disinterestedand

unbiasedserviceto beperformedfreeof deceit,undueinfluence,conflict of interest,

self-enrichment,self-dealingandconcealment,by corruptlyaccepting,while

defendantVOLZ was a public official, and by corruptlyoffering to public officials,

while defendant VOLZ was a lobbyist, a stream ofthings ofvalue, with the intent to

influence and reward official action and agreementsto perform official action, all

contraryto 18 U.S.C.§~1341, 1343,and 1346;and

b. to knowingly make, with the intent to influence, communicationsto and appearances

before Representative#1, employeesof the office of Representative#1, and

employeesof the Committee, within one yearof his employmentby Representative

#1 and the Committee, on matters for which defendantVOLZ was seekingofficial

action on behalfofother persons,contraryto 18 U.S.C. § 207(e),

PURPOSEOF THE CONSPIRACY

10. The purposeof the conspiracywasfor defendantVOLZ andhis coconspiratorsto unjustly

enrich themselvesby corruptly receiving, while public officials, and providing, while

lobbyists, a stream ofthings ofvaluewith the intent to influence and reward official acts

and attempting to influence Members of Congressin violation of the law.

MANNER AND MEANS

11, The conspiracywascarriedout throughthe following mannerandmeans:

a. While defendantVOLZ workedfor Representative#1 andtheCommittee,he

receivedthings ofvalue from or at thedirection ofAbramoff~Rudy and others,

including ticketsto sportingevents,mealsanddrinks, andgolf During the same
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time period,defendant\TOLZ, Representative#1, andothersperformedofficial acts

for or at the behestof Abramoffandothers,which weremotivatedin partby the

thingsof valuereceived.

b. To concealthe relationshipwith Abramoffandothers,defendantVOLZ failed to

disclose,in violation of the Rules of the Houseof Representatives,variousthingsof

valuehe receivedfrom Abramoffandothers,which werein excessof the limits

establishedby the Houseof Representatives.

c. After leavinggovemmentserviceandjoining Abramoffat Firm B in February2002,

defendantVOLZ, Abramoff Scanlon,Rudyandotherswould offer andprovide

thingsof value to public officials to induce andto ensurefavorableofficial action

andotherassistancefor their clientswhenneeded.In particular,defendantVOLZ,

Abramoffandothersofferedthingsof value to Representative#1 andmembersof

his staff, includingan all-expenses-paidgolf trip to Scotlandin August2002; a trip

to Lake George,New York, in August2003; regularfood anddrink at Abramoff’s

restaurants;numerousticketsto sportingeventsandconcertsin luxury suitesatthe

MCI Center, Camden Yards Stadium, and FedEx Field; and useof thosesuites

duringsporting eventsandconcertsfor campaignfund raisers. In exchangefor this

streamof thingsof value,Representative#1 agreedto take favorableofficial action

andrenderotherassistanceon behalfof the clients of Abramoffanddefendant

VOLZ.

d. Within oneyearof leavinghis positionas Chiefof Staffto Representative#1 and

StaffDirectorto the Committee,defendantVOLZ, with theknowledgeand
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encouragementof Abramoffandothers,communicatedwith and appearedbefore

Representative#1,employeesof the Office of Representative#1, andemployeesof

theCommitteewith the intent to influenceofficial action.

OVERTACTS

In furtheranceof the conspiracyandto achieveits purposes,defendantVOLZ, Abramoff

andotherscommittedthe following overtacts,amongothers,in the District of Columbiaand

elsewhere:

12. In January2000,with Representative#1’s knowledgeandpermission,VOLZ traveledto the

Commonwealthof theNorthernMañanaIslandswith Scanlonandothersin partto assist

Scanlonandotherswith their lobbyingbusinesses.

13. On or aboutOctober31, 2000,defendantVOLZ acceptedtickets fromAbramoff for a

WashingtonRedskinsfootball gamein Abramoff’sbox suite.

14. In or aboutJanuary2001,RudyinvitedRepresentative#1 to travel to Tampa,Florida,

aboardaprivatejet for theSuperBowl, thoughRepresentative#1 ultimatelydid not attend.

15. On or about May 10, 2001,defendant VOLZ and Representative#1 met with Abramoff and

one ofhis clients,agreeingto help the client pursue a licenseto install wireless

infrastructurein thebuildingsof the Houseof Representatives.

16. Beginningon or aboutMay21, 2001,defendantVOLZ, with Representative#1’s

knowledgeandpermission,solicitedandacceptedfrom Rudyfourticketsto Abramoff’s

box suiteatthe MCI Centerfor anupcomingU2 Concert,distributingthetickets to himself

andothers.
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17. On or aboutJanuary29, 2002,defendantVOLZ emailedAbramoff to advisehim that

Representative#1 waspreparedto senda letterto wirelessserviceprovidersabouta

wirelesslicensethataclient of Abramoffwaspursuing.

18. On or aboutMarch20, 2002,RudyandAbramoff, after consultingwith defendantVOLZ,

solicitedandreceivedRepresentative#1’s agreementto insert into electionreform

legislation,duringthe ConferenceCommittee’sconsiderationof thatlegislation,an

amendmentlifting a gamingbanfor TexasTribe #1.

19. In or aboutApril 2002,defendantVOLZ, with the knowledgeandencouragementof

AbramoffandRudy,communicatedwith Representative#1 with the intentto influencehim

regardingRepresentative#1‘s agreementto lift thefederalgamingbanaffectingTexas

Tribe#1. Later,defendantVOLZ alsocommunicatedwith amemberof thestaffof the

Committeewith the sameintent.

20. In or aboutAugust2002,AbramoffanddefendantVOLZ hostedRepresentative#1, two

membersof his staff, andotherson an all-expenses-paidtrip to ScotlandandLondonby

privatejet to play golf atthe Old Courseat St.Andrewsandothergolfcourses.

21. Onor aboutAugust8,2002,Abramoffcoordinatedwith TexasTribe #1 to causea $50,000

checkfrom anotherNative AmericanTribe in Texasto be sentto CAF by commercialmail

carrierto helpfind thegolf trip to Scotlandfor Representative#1 andmembersof his staff

22. On or aboutAugust 14, 2002,defendantVOLZ told Representative#1 whatAbramoff

wantedhim to say in a meetingwith representativesof TexasTribe #1 abouthis agreement

to insertan amendmentlifting the gamingbanaffectingthe tribe.
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23. On or aboutOctober8, 2002,defendantVOLZ told Representative#1 whatAbramoff

wantedhim to say in aninterstatetelephoneconferencewith representativesof TexasTribe

#1 abouthis agreementto insertan amendmentlifting the gamingbanaffectingthe tribe.

24. Beginningwith the restaurant’sopeningin February2002andcontinuingthroughoutthe

end of the conspiracy,defendantVOLZ andAbramoffprovidedon numerousoccasionsfree

drinksandfood at Abramoff’s restaurantSignaturesto Representative#1 andmembersof

his staff

25. In oraboutAugust2003,defendantVOLZ paid for partof a two-nighttrip to theSagamore

ResortatLakeGeorge,NewYork, for Representative#1 andmembersof his staff

DefendantVOLZ assuredRepresentative#1 thatdefendantVOLZ wouldbe reimbursedfor

his paymentsby Abramoff

All in violation of Title, 18 UnitedStatesCode,Section371.

Dated: -‘. %
‘. J

ANDREW C. LOURTE PAUL E. PELLETfER
Acting Chief, Public Integrity Section Acting Chief, FraudSection

~ / _______

Mary K. Butler GuyD. Singer
M. KendallDay NathanielB. Edmonds
Trial Attorneys Trial Attorneys
Criminal Division Criminal Division
U.S. Departmentof Justice U.S.Departmentof Justice
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